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Jan 3. 1997
FRANKEL PRIZE HONORS IM S KEMMIS
MISSOULA For the second time in three years, a University of Montana faculty membei has won a (rip
to the White House and national recognition for his outstanding contributions in helping the public
understand the humanities.
Dan Kemmis, interim director of UM s Center for the Rocky Mountain West and former
Missoula mayor, is one of five Americans selected to receive the Charles Frankel Prize in the
Humanities from the National Endowment for the Humanities and President Bill Clinton. He and
other winners will be honored in a Jan. 9 ceremony in Washington, D.C. The recipients also will
be the guests of the President and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton at a White House dinner.
The four other honorees are public television journalist Bill Moyers. Pulitzer Prize-winning
poet Rita Dove, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and commentator Doris Kearns Goodwin and
Trinity University Latino scholar Arturo Madrid.
Kemmis said he is excited and genuinely honored by the award.
"I guess it sounds trite to say so," he said, "but it definitely has the effect of making me
realize how much I feel that the honor goes to a lot o f people along with me. Missoula makes me
look good.
"Missoula is such an intensely human community that anybody who has spent time trying to
explain what Missoula is all about is going to come across as a humanist. I’m really sincere in
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saying this is more about Missoula than it is about me.
William Kittredge, acclaimed author and UM English professor, received the prize in 1994.
Other past winners of the award, established in 1989, include CBS News correspondent Charles
Kuralt, filmmaker Ken Bums, and Pulitzer Prize-winning authors Laurel T. Ulrich, David
McCullough and Eudora Welty.
Mark Sherouse, executive director of the UM-based Montana Committee for the
Humanities, nominated Kemmis for the honor last June while Kemmis was still mayor. A frequent
guest lecturer and instructor at UM during his political career, Kemmis left City Hall in early
September 1996 to lead the center, which studies the history, culture and economy of the Rocky
Mountain Region.
Sherouse said "Kemmis has been a champion o f the humanities and of the great bearing that
reflection on values, heritage, reason and civility have upon our communities and our lives. He is
very well known to the state humanities councils across the country and their audiences."
A nationally recognized authority on the W est’s special challenges of growth and
development, Kemmis has written two books on citizenship and community building -"Community and the Politics of Place" and "The Good City and the Good Life: Renewing the
Sense of Community."
"This kind of recognition confirms what most o f us have believed about the man tor some
time," said UM President George Dennison. "He has a way of articulating issues important to
people and does so in ways people can understand."
Kemmis will take his wife, Jeanne, and their four children to the ceremony in Washington,
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D C. "W e’ve pretty much squeezed the frequent-flyer well dry," he said. "This has kind of turned
out to he an extension of our holidays."
A native Montanan educated at Harvard. Kemmis earned a law degree from UM and
maintained a private law practice in Missoula in the 1980s. He entered politics in 1975 when he
was elected to the Montana House of Representatives, serving as house minority leader from 1981
to 1982. and as speaker of the house from 1983 to 1984. Kemmis served on the Missoula City
Council from 1988 to 1989, and led the city as mayor from January 1990 until September 1996
Kemmis taught courses in ethics and public policy in the West as an adjunct faculty
member at UM ’s Mansfield Center from 1988 to 1989. The Frankel Prize commemorates the
work of Charles Frankel, whose varied career included service as a Columbia University
philosophy professor, a cultural diplomat and a humanities administrator who advocated a civic
role for scholars. Frankel died in 1979.
The National Council on the Humanities, a group of 26 citizens appointed by the president
to advise the National Endowment for the Humanities, reviews nominations and makes
recommendations to the president, who makes the final selections.
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(406) 243-2311.
RM
State, select national newspapers
DKAward.rl

